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LECTURE FOCUSES ON ETHICS IN JOURNALISM  
MISSOULA-
Has objectivity become outdated in American journalism? Has corporate ownership and 
media consolidation stifled debate? Do Americans want news with a point of view? These 
questions and others will be discussed in a lecture Thursday, April 28, at The University of 
Montana.
Gary Gilson, executive director of the Minnesota News Council, will present “Whose 
News?” at 7 p.m. in the University Center Theater. The lecture, sponsored by the Practical 
Ethics Center, the UM School of Journalism and the Montana Chapter of the Society of 
Professional Journalists, is free and open to the public.
Gilson, a graduate of Dartmouth University and the Columbia University Graduate 
School of Journalism, began his career as a general assignment newspaper reporter at the 
Minneapolis Star. He then worked 25 years as a broadcast journalist in New York, Los 
Angeles and the Twin Cities. He has earned five Emmy awards and taught at Columbia, Yale, 
Macalester, St. Thomas and Colorado College. He has been executive director of the 
Minnesota News Council since 1992.
The council is an independent, nonprofit agency that engages the public and the press in 
conversations about standards of fairness. It was formed in 1971 to promote fairness in the
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news media by giving an outlet for members of the public who feel damaged by a news story. 
Since its formation the council has issued determinations in 130 cases. Each case is heard by a 
25-member council that includes 12 members of the media, 12 citizens and one chairperson. 
The council’s rulings have no legal force -  complainants seek vindication rather than damages 
-  and the complainants must waive the right to sue the media outlet involved.
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